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      Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
At this time, the "Memory of Mary" 

was being celebrated. Later it was to 

become our feast of the Assumption. 
 

For a time, the "Memory of Mary" was 

marked only in Palestine, but then it 

was extended by the emperor to all the 

churches of the East. In the seventh 

century, it began to be celebrated in 

Rome under the title of the "Falling 

Asleep" ("Dormitio") of the Mother of 

God. 

 

Soon the name was changed to the 

"Assumption of Mary," since there was 

more to the feast than her dying. It also 

proclaimed that she had been taken up, 

body and soul, into heaven. 

 

That belief was ancient, dating back to 

the apostles themselves. What was clear 

from the beginning was that there were 

no relics of Mary to be venerated, and 

that an empty tomb stood on the edge of 

Jerusalem near the site of her death. 

That location also soon became a place 

of pilgrimage. (Today, the Benedictine 

Abbey of the Dormition of Mary stands 

on the spot.) 

 

At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, 

when bishops from throughout the 

Mediterranean world gathered in 

Constantinople, Emperor Marcian 

asked the Patriarch of Jerusalem to 

bring the relics of Mary to 

Constantinople to be enshrined in the 

capitol. The patriarch explained to the 

emperor that there were no relics of 

Mary in Jerusalem, that "Mary had died 

in the presence of the apostles; but her 

tomb, when opened later . . . was found 

empty and so the apostles concluded 

that the body was taken up into 

heaven." 

 

In the eighth century, St. John 

Damascene was known for giving 

sermons at the holy places in Jerusalem. 

At the Tomb of Mary, he expressed the 

belief of the Church on the meaning of 

the feast: "Although the body was duly 

buried, it did not remain in the state of  

The Assumption 

 

Now toward the end of the 

summer season, at a time when 

fruits are ripe in the gardens and 

fields, the Church celebrates the 

most glorious "harvest festival" in 

the Communion of Saints. Mary, 

the supremely blessed one among 

women, Mary, the most precious 

fruit which has ripened in the 

fields of God's kingdom, is today 

taken into the granary of heaven. 

— Pius Parsch, The Church's Year 

of Grace 

 

The Assumption is the oldest feast 

day of Our Lady, but we don't 

know how it first came to be 

celebrated. 

 

Its origin is lost in those days 

when Jerusalem was restored as a 

sacred city, at the time of the 

Roman Emperor Constantine (c. 

285-337). By then it had been a 

pagan city for two centuries, ever 

since Emperor Hadrian (76-138) 

had leveled it around the year 135 

and rebuilt it as Aelia Capitolina in 

honor of Jupiter. 

 

For 200 years, every memory of 

Jesus was obliterated from the city, 

and the sites made holy by His life, 

death and Resurrection became 

pagan temples. 

 

After the building of the Church of 

the Holy Sepulchre in 336, the 

sacred sites began to be restored 

and memories of the life of Our 

Lord began to be celebrated by the 

people of Jerusalem. One of the 

memories about his mother 

centered around the "Tomb of 

Mary," close to Mount Zion, 

where the early Christian 

community had lived.  

 

On the hill itself was the "Place of 

Dormition," the spot of Mary's 

"falling asleep," where she had 

died. The "Tomb of Mary" was 

where she was buried. 

 

death, neither was it dissolved by 

decay. . . . You were transferred to 

your heavenly home, O Lady, 

Queen and Mother of God in truth." 

 

All the feast days of Mary mark the 

great mysteries of her life and her 

part in the work of redemption. The 

central mystery of her life and 

person is her divine motherhood, 

celebrated both at Christmas and a 

week later (Jan. 1) on the feast of 

the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God. The Immaculate Conception 

(Dec. 8) marks the preparation for 

that motherhood, so that she had 

the fullness of grace from the first 

moment of her existence, 

completely untouched by sin. Her 

whole being throbbed with divine 

life from the very beginning, 

readying her for the exalted role of 

mother of the Savior. 

 

The Assumption completes God's 

work in her since it was not fitting 

that the flesh that had given life to 

God himself should ever undergo 

corruption. The Assumption is 

God's crowning of His work as 

Mary ends her earthly life and 

enters eternity. The feast turns our 

eyes in that direction, where we 

will follow when our earthly life is 

over. 

 

In 1950, in the Apostolic 

Constitution Munificentissimus 

Deus, Pope Pius XII proclaimed 

the Assumption of Mary a dogma 

of the Catholic Church in these 

words: "The Immaculate Mother of 

God, the ever-virgin Mary, having 

completed the course of her earthly 

life, was assumed body and soul 

into heaven." 

 

With that, an ancient belief became 

Catholic doctrine and the 

Assumption was declared a truth 

revealed by God. 

--Excerpted from Fr. Clifford 

Stevens in Catholic Heritage 

 

Mask are mandatory 

in the church 

 



Collection:  

August 07/21 

 

Envelopes $500.00 

Loose $50.00 

Cemetery Fund $100.00 

Shrine Fund/IM of Kenzie 

MacNeil 

$25.00 

Cemetery Fund/IM of Kenzie 

MacNeil 

$25.00 

 $700.00 

 

 

Notices:  
 

1: Bake Sale – Sunday September 5
th

 – Time 10am – 12pm – Donation are greatly accepted. 

 

2: Christmas Bingo – November 
  

3: 12th Annual Boat Poker Run 

Saturday, September 4, 2021 rain/wind date Sept. 5th or 11th 

Registration at 10:00 AM at River Bourgeois floating dock 

Hamburgers, hot dogs, pop/water available 

All cards must be turned in by 2:30 PM 

Prizes: 1st $300; 2nd $200; 3rd $100 

All Covid-19 protocols will be followed. For more information contact Peter 

Baccardax 535-3182 

 

4: August 15 is 

National Acadian Day 

Our Lady of the Assumption is the Patron Saint of the Acadians. 

Our diocese includes five Acadian parishes: Arichat, Cheticamp, Petit de Grat, 

Pomquet and St. Joseph du Moine: 

https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/paroisses-acadiennes/ 

For a list of local events and more information: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/acadian-day.html 
 

Old Calendar: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Dormition of Our Lady (Eastern Rite); St. 

Tarcisius, martyr, (RM) 

 

On November 1, 1950, Pius XII defined the dogma of the Assumption. Thus he solemnly proclaimed that the 

belief whereby the Blessed Virgin Mary, at the close of her earthly life, was taken up, body and soul, into the 

glory of heaven, definitively forms part of the deposit of faith, received from the Apostles. To avoid all that is 

uncertain the Pope did not state either the manner or the circumstances of time and place in which the 

Assumption took place — only the fact of the Assumption of Mary, body and soul, into the glory of heaven, is 

the matter of the definition. 

 

Today's solemnity supersedes the liturgy of the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

 

Please see this special section on The Assumption. 

 

The feast of St. Tarcisius, a young martyr of the Eucharist, appears in the Roman Martyrology for this day. 


