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enemies and all opposition and set up 

this kingdom. How, therefore, could 

his enemies overpower him much less 

put him to death before he had 

accomplished his task? Thus they 

refused to believe his prophecies 

concerning his coming tortures and 

death. 

 

Now, either in trying to understand 

what he had so plainly told them, or 

maybe in putting this disturbing 

thought far from their minds, they 

began disputing with one another as to 

which of them would have the highest 

post of honor in the earthly messianic 

kingdom which they had envisaged. 

How worldly but how human they 

were! We must not forget though, that 

they were not yet really Christians — 

they needed the death and resurrection 

of Christ to make them what they 

became — His true followers and 

loyal disciples. 

 

There was in the unformed Apostles a 

desire to turn Christ's kingdom into an 

earthly welfare state, rather than into a 

preparation for heaven. All Christians 

know that Christ suffered and died for 

their salvation, and that he asked his 

followers to take up their cross and 

follow him if they wished to be his 

disciples. The first generations of 

Christians fully understood this and 

faithfully followed him even to 

martyrdom. However, as time went on 

and opposition to the Christian faith 

disappeared, so too did the zeal and 

fervor of many Christians. For 

centuries we have had nominal 

Christians in Christ's Church -- men 

and women who tried to make their 

paradise in this world, and forgot the 

everlasting heaven. 

 

Our own age has seen an 

unprecedented increase in this falling 

away of Christians. Leaving aside the 

parts of Europe which are professedly 

atheist -- but where in spite of the 

leaders there are many sincere and 
devout Christians -- the number of 

The First Reading is taken from 

the Book of Wisdom 2:12, 17-20. 

Against the background of 

Egyptian worship of animals and 

mockery of Jewish trust in God, 

the author devotes much of 

chapters 1 - 5 to the 

ineffectiveness of such mockery 

when God has promised 

immortality to those who remain 

faithful. 

 

The Second Reading is from the 

Letter of St. James 3:16, 4:3. 

"Where do the wars and where do 

the conflicts among you come 

from? Is it not from your passions 

that make war within your 

members? You covet but do not 

possess. You kill and envy but you 

cannot obtain; you fight and wage 

war. You do not possess because 

you do not ask." In this reading St. 

James tells us to recognize the 

source of our disagreements. 

 
The Gospel is from St. Mark 9:30-

37. The Apostles were still very 

worldly-minded. They were full of 

the hope that Christ would 

establish an earthly messianic 

kingdom, that he would not only 

free their holy land from the hated 

pagan rulers but that he would set 

up a worldwide empire for the 

people of God. Many of the 

messianic prophecies of the Old 

Testament spoke of a worldwide 

kingdom; all nations would submit 

to the descendant of David; 

Jerusalem would be the magnet 

which would attract all peoples. 

The prophets, however, were 

speaking of the true messianic 

kingdom, the spiritual kingdom 

that Christ would establish. The 

Apostles were as yet unable to see 

the true meaning of these 

prophecies. They took them as 

referring to a worldly kingdom. 

They had come to believe that 

Christ was the promised Messiah, 

therefore, he would overcome all 

lapsed and nominal Christians in 

the other Western countries is 

frightening. These non-practicing 

Christians, unwilling to carry their 

crosses, have decided to make this 

earth their paradise. They want 

prosperity, comfort and happiness 

in this world. The vast majority of 

them, of course, refuse to look to 

the future; it could be an unpleasant 

thought, yet they must see that in 

every town and village there is a 

mortician, an undertaker who 

makes a good living disposing of 

human "remains." Die they must; 

"and what then?" should be a 

question which overshadows their 

lives. 

Many of these people who in 

practice have abandoned 

Christianity, try to salve their 

consciences by devoting any time 

they can spare to making this 

planet a better place in which to 

live. It is an excellent aim with a 

possibility of success — if the 

Fatherhood of God and the true 

brotherhood of man are upheld. But 

otherwise it is a vain Utopia. If 

God, and Christ's teaching are left 

out of our reckoning, we shall ever 

have jealousies, enmities, hatred 

and wars. Christians have made 

war on Christians because neither 

side in the struggle was truly 

Christian. What chance then has 

the world when Christ and 

Christianity are banished from it? 

Today's thought for each one of us 

is this: Christ became man, 

suffered and died as man, for our 

sakes. By his resurrection He 

conquered death and opened 

heaven for us. Heaven is our true 

destiny. Loving God and our 

neighbor and carrying our cross is 

the only way to reach heaven. 

Forget this "heaven on earth" 

doctrine; it does not and never will 

exist! Accept Christ and you are 

accepting the Father who sent Him. 

He in turn will accept you.--

Excerpted from The Sunday 

Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, 

O.F.M. 
 

Masks are 

mandatory in the 

church 

 



Collection:  

Sept 04/21     Sept 11/21 

 

Envelopes $170.00 

Loose $65.00 

Cemetery 

Fund 

$115.00 

 $350.00 

 

 

 

Notices:  
 

1: Gentle Yoga for Seniors with Helen Slade 

Johnstown Parish Hall 

Mondays, for 8 weeks, beginning September 27 

10:00 - 11:30 am 

Cost: $25.00 – Call 902-226-0663 to registar 

 

2: Sewing/knitting/needlework group 
Our group will start up again on Thursday, September 30th at 1:00 pm, at the Johnstown Parish Hall. It will run every 
Thursday from 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm until December 9th.  
I'm asking those attending to give $20 to pay for heat in the Hall.  
The NS Government just announced that,  effective October 4, anyone attending non-essential events must provide 
proof of vaccination.  
If you have any questions please contact me at camprita@gmail.com or 902-631-0209. 
 
3: THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE FUNDRAISER CONCERT 
St. Joseph Church, in North Sydney on Sunday,  October 3rd, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. with music, song and dance performers.  
All social distancing and protocol in place.  Donations accepted at the door.  All proceeds go to the catholic women’s 
league. Also 50/50 draw 
  

In the Diocese 

 

September 20 is Federal Election Day 

Catholic Conscience is a new online resource with information on both provincial and federal election processes 

and how to select the candidate for your vote. From the website: "Catholics are called to participate, in 

accordance with the full measure of talents entrusted to them by God. At a minimum, this means voting wisely 

after having considered all relevant issues, the positions of each of the candidates and parties, and relevant 

Church teachings." 

Read more on the website: https://catholicconscience.org/ 

 

Taken from Fr. Fred Morley’s Bulletin from August 1960 

MANNERS AT MASS (Liguorian Bulletin) 

Here are points to be checked in regard in one’s deportment at Mass: 

 Have I consistently through carelessness been late for Mass? 

 Have I developed a habit of leaving the Church before Mass is completed, even when there is not really 

serious reason for doing so? 

 Have I on entering the church genuflected towards the altar only partially, or in a very careless and 

indifferent fashion? 

 Have I made the sign of the cross such in the same way that I might brush a fly from my face? 

 Have I coughed (without strict necessity) during the sermon and announcements, or conversed, or even 

sneaked out of the church? 

 Have I made myself a source of annoyance to those around me by twirling, untangling or playing with 

my rosary? 

 Have I hung back at Communion time and kept the priest waiting or at the other extreme, have a helped 

to create a stampede? 

 Have I insisted on standing in back against all pleas of priest and ushers to take available places in the 

pews? 

 Have I made it a point to become more familiar with the action of the Mass, and to co-operate with the 

efforts of my pastor to make it a truly communal act of worship? 

Envelopes $540.00 

Loose $25.00 

Cemetery 

Fund/Envelopes 

$125.00 

Donation to Parish $500.00 

Donations to 

Cemetery 

$450.00 

 $1,640.00 

https://catholicconscience.org/

