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No one who accepts Christ for what he 

is, the Son of God in human form, has 

any difficulty in believing that he left us 

himself in the Eucharist as a sacrifice 

and a sacrament. This does not mean 

that we understand this gift of Christ in 

all its details—it was an act of divine 

power and as such beyond full human 

comprehension. However, we can 

understand enough about the actuality 

of the Eucharist because we accept the 

words of Christ, who "has the words of 

eternal life," even though its innermost 

nature escapes us. We are doing no 

violence to our intelligence when we 

accept as fact from a trustworthy 

witness what we cannot prove or 

confirm for ourselves. No more 

trustworthy witness than Christ ever 

existed. In Galilee he promised to give 

his body and blood in the Eucharist—to 

be our spiritual nourishment — 

communion — and our means of 

offering an absolutely pleasing sacrifice 

to God every time his body and blood 

are made present by the words of his 

ordained minister. He fulfilled that 

promise at the Last Supper. He gave to 

his Apostles and their successors the 

power to repeat this act of divine love 

when he said: "Do this in memory of 

me." 

 

When Simon Peter answered Christ's 

challenge—"will you too go away?"—

he spoke not only for his fellow-

Apostles that day with: "Lord to whom 

shall we go? You have the words of 

eternal life." but for all Christians who 

really believe that Christ was the 

incarnate Son of God. Peter, be it noted, 

made his act of faith before he was fully 

convinced of the divinity of Christ, but 

he was already convinced that Christ 

was close to God and spoke nothing but 

the truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first reading is taken from the 

Book of Joshua 24:1-2; 15-18 and 

concerns the general assembly of 

the tribes called by Joshua. 

 

The second reading is from St. 

Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 

5:21-32. In today's reading St. Paul 

sets up Christ's self-sacrifice for 

the Church as the model which all 

the members of the family should 

emulate in their mutual relations. 

 
The Gospel is from St. John 6:60-

69. As we heard last Sunday, St. 

John was writing about the 

promise of the Blessed Eucharist 

at a time when Christians accepted 

the Mass and Holy Communion as 

the essential act of Christian 

worship. Very probably he omitted 

many details when describing this 

promise. The "disciples" who 

murmured evidently saw nothing 

but a man in Christ, It was very 

natural, therefore, that they could 

not accept his saying that they 

should eat his body and drink his 

blood. Thus it seems most 

probable that when Christ says 

they lacked "faith," he had given 

them sufficient proofs that he was 

more than a man. These 

individuals among the disciples, 

however, refused to open their 

minds to these proofs; therein was 

their guilt. Their minds were earth-

bound and were determined to 

remain earth-bound. Faith is a gift 

of the Father, as Christ says to 

those disciples: "no one can come 

to me unless it is granted him by 

the Father," but the Father has 

offered them this gift and they 

have refused to accept it; otherwise 

they would not be guilty. 

We have the proofs of Christ's 

divinity which Peter and the 

Apostles later got. We have also 

the faith of two thousand years of 

the Christians whose belief in the 

Blessed Eucharist as a sacrifice and 

sacrament was at the very center of 

their Christian lives. We have also 

the noble example of many martyrs 

who gladly gave their lives in 

defense of this truth. Our faith may 

never be put to such an extreme 

test, but should it be, God grant that 

we will not be found wanting. 

 

Many of us may need to examine 

ourselves as regards the full and 

effective use we make of that gift. 

Every time we attend at Mass do 

we realize that Christ is offering 

himself to his Father for our 

sanctification and the sanctification 

of the world? Do we realize that 

we, through his minister at the 

altar, are offering infinite 

thanksgiving, infinite atonement, 

infinite adoration, infinitely 

effective petition, to our Father in 

heaven through the sacrifice of his 

divine Son in the Mass? Are we 

always worthy to act this part, are 

our consciences fit to allow us to 

partake of this sacrifice in Holy 

Communion? A true Christian who 

realizes and appreciates what the 

Son of God has done and is still 

doing for him will try always to 

make himself less unworthy, for 

not even the greatest saint was 

worthy to partake of this act of 

divine love. 

 

--Excerpted from The Sunday 

Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, 

O.F.M. 

Mask are mandatory 

in the church 

 



Collection:  

August 14/21 

 

Envelopes $560.00 

Donation $50.00 

Cemetery 

Fund/Envelopes 

$200.00 

Building Fund $50.00 

Cemetery/Donations $150.00 

Cemetery Loose $89.00 

 $1,099.00 

 

Notices:  
 

1: Bake Sale – Sunday September 5
th

 – Time 10am – 12pm – Please donate baked good for the sale 

 

2: Celebration of Life. A Celebration of Life for the late Valerie Cormier will be held on Sunday September 

5
th

, at the Johnstown Parish Hall. Time: 2pm – 4pm – All are welcome; Covid19 precautions will be in place 

 

3: Thank You: A big thank you from Sacred Heart Ladies Group to all who made the last take out supper a 

success, to people who donated food and to all who order dinners. 

 

4: Thank You: It doesn’t matter to them if the weather is fair or foul; if the occasion is happy or sad, the Sacred 

Heart Ladies Group is always there to gather what it takes to provide generous and cheerful hospitality. This 

time we were on the receiving end. We want to express our appreciation and thanks to that small group of hosts 

for their characteristic support following the funeral of our sister, Mary. We also extend sincere thanks to those 

who provide support and direction at the church. They ensure that required procedures flow smoothly for the 

comfort of all. We know that these important people are volunteers. We are indebted to them for the strength 

they lend to the community as a whole. 

Sincerely, 

Eleanor, Michael, and Teresa MacNeil 

 

5: Gentle Yoga for Seniors with Helen Slade 

Johnstown Parish Hall 

Mondays, for 8 weeks, beginning September 27 

10:00 - 11:30 am 

 

6: Christmas Bingo – November 
  

7: 12th Annual Boat Poker Run 

Saturday, September 4, 2021 rain/wind date Sept. 5th or 11th 

Registration at 10:00 AM at River Bourgeois floating dock 

Hamburgers, hot dogs, pop/water available 

All cards must be turned in by 2:30 PM 

Prizes: 1st $300; 2nd $200; 3rd $100 

All Covid-19 protocols will be followed. For more information contact Peter 

Baccardax 535-3182 

 

 


