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Christ mentions the narrow door 

through which we must enter into 

God's kingdom. This means that we 

must exercise self-restraint and 

mortification and this we do when we 

respect and keep his commandments. 

When we are called to judgment it 

will be too late to shout "Sir, open for 

us." We should have sought his mercy 

and his forgiveness during our earthly 

life, and he would have granted it. 

 

Neither will it avail us to say that we 

knew him in life. Acquaintance with 

Christ is not enough. We should have 

loved him and become his real 

friends, which we could only do by 

being loyal followers of his. "He 

taught in our streets" will only prove 

our guilt. We could have learned his 

doctrine; we could have become his 

disciples, but we would not. The 

pagan who never heard of Christ will 

not be condemned for not following 

his teaching, but the Christian who 

did hear his doctrine and refused to 

carry it out, will deserve 

condemnation. 

 

As descent from Abraham was not a 

claim for special consideration on the 

part of the Jews, neither will any 

other circumstances of nationality, 

birth or earthly privilege help us on 

the day of judgment Each one will 

stand or fall by his own mode of life 

during his term on earth. Nothing and 

nobody else can change the just 

judgment of God when that moment 

arrives for each one of us. 

 

The thought of our moment of 

judgment is a staggering one even for 

the holiest of us. Things and actions 

that do not trouble us much now, will 

appear in a different light then. The 

prayers we omitted or said carelessly, 

the Masses we missed on flimsy 

excuses the little bit of continual 

injustice to a workman or customer, 

or the dishonesty practiced by a 

worker against his employer, the sins  

 

 

Sunday Readings, Year C: 

 

The First Reading is taken from 

Isaiah 66:18-21 and was written 

after the return from exile, 538 

B.C. The aim was to console the 

returned exiles, who were 

depressed when they saw the sad 

state of Jerusalem and the poverty 

of the country. Isaiah foretold the 

future glory of Jerusalem to which 

people of all nations would come. 

It would be the center from which 

the knowledge of the true God 

would be dispersed. 

 

The Second Reading is from St. 

Paul to the Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13. 

In last Sunday's lesson St. Paul 

encouraged Christians to be ready 

to face adversity and hardships. He 

compared them with athletes who 

endure so much in order to win a 

contest. Today he reiterates that 

we must expect hardship — it is 

part of our training. We cannot 

win this prize unless we undergo 

this training. It is God who sends 

us these trials. He wants us to win 

the eternal prize because he loves 

us; he is our Father. 

 

The Gospel is from and concerns 

those who hear Christ's message 

but refuse to follow it. While the 

questioner who asked how many 

would be saved did not get a direct 

answer from Christ, nevertheless it 

was made very clear to him and to 

all of us that each one's salvation is 

in his own hands. All those who 

accept Christ, his teaching and the 

helps he has made available to 

them, will enter the kingdom of 

God. On the other hand, those who 

are excluded from that eternal 

kingdom will have only 

themselves to blame. God invites 

all men to heaven. He gives all the 

help necessary to every man, but, 

because men have a free will 

which God cannot force, some will 

abuse that freedom and choose 

wrongly. 

of impurity of which we thought 

rather lightly, the bad language so 

freely used and the scandal we 

spread so flippantly, the money 

wasted on drink or gambling when 

our children needed nourishment 

and clothing — these, and many 

other such faults of which we 

excuse ourselves so easily now, 

will not be a source of joy or 

consolation for us on that dread 

day, if we arrive at God's justice-

seat still burdened with them. 

 

We are dealing with God's mercy 

while alive. He will forgive any sin 

and any number of sins if we truly 

repent, and resolve to correct these 

faults. To do this is the only one 

guarantee that even God himself 

can give us of a successful 

judgment Every man who lives in 

God's grace will die in God's grace 

and be numbered among the saved. 

The man who lives habitually in 

sin, and refuses to amend his life, 

will die in his sinful state, and thus 

exclude himself from eternal 

salvation. 

 

I have a free will. I can choose to 

pass that final examination or to 

fail it. The whole of my eternity, 

the unending life after death, 

depends on my choice now. If I 

choose to follow Christ and live 

according to his laws during the 

few years I have on this earth, I 

shall pass and shall be among the 

saved. If I ignore Christ and his 

laws now, he will not know me on 

the day of judgment I shall be 

among the lost. God forbid that I 

should choose the latter course. 

 

—Excerpted from The Sunday 

Readings Cycle C, Fr. Kevin O' 

Sullivan, O.F.M. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Collection 

August 13, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES:  

 

1: The Johnstown Landing Artisan & Farmers Outdoor Market: The next market is Saturday August 17; 

the location is directly across from the Johnstown Parish Hall located at 15290 Highway 4 in Johnstown. Time: 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 

2: Annual Milling Frolic and Square Dance: Thanks to all who made the 89
th

* Milling Frolic a great success. 

To all the people who baked, sewed, crafted, worked at the events, parked cars, worked on the door, helped set 

up and came to enjoy the events. Special thanks to the singers who came from all over Cape Breton to sing 

Gaelic singing and milling.  

 

3: Music Royal Concert in the church - Aurore String Quartet – Saturday August 20
th

, 7:30 pm $25 at the 

door ($20 advance by emailing louisecampbel@gmail.com) Students $10 at the door. 

These musicians were selected out of many applicants to participate in the prestigious Equilibrium Young Artist 

program led by soprano Barbara Hannigan, taking place at the Lunenburg Academy of Music and Performance 

during the week leading up to this Musique Royale concert tour, which will finish with a Gala Concert on 

August 13 with the famed soprano and conductor. The quartet is made up of four of Canada’s most brilliant 

emerging artists at the beginning of their extraordinary careers.  Musique Royale is delighted to showcase their 

talents across the province as part of its 37th Summer Festival. 

 

4: Music Royal Concert in the church - Curly Music – Sunday August 28
th

, 4:00 pm $25 at the door ($20 

advance by emailing louisecampbel@gmail.com) Students $10 at the door. 

Musique Royale welcomes two musicians from Europe, Birgit Bornauw and Benjamin Macke to perform 

"Curly Music" part of the 37th Summer Festival with concerts taking place in historic venues in Blandford, 

Crousetown, Johnstown and Parrsboro. Birgit Bornauw and Benjamin Macke, both renowned musicians in their 

field, collaborate regularly and share their contagious love of this old music with great generosity and 

enthusiasm. 

The repertoire, carefully chosen by Birgit and Benjamin, comes mainly from the Baroque period, but not 

exclusively, since it is a musical genre that has inspired composers to this day. The duo thus plays tunes from 

different eras which all have the particularity of "sounding baroque to their ears". Baroque music has many 

points in common with the traditional music they know well: short melodies and simple structure, significant 

work on variations, ornamentations, style, and a close relationship to dance. 

Envelopes $390.00 

Envelopes/Cemetery $281.00 

Loose Cemetery $209.00 

Donations/Cemetery $245.00 

 $1,125.00 
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